


Simple Drainage Solutions
Soil Quality Restoration (SQR) SQR

Drainage on existing lawn soils can be improved through SQR that includes deepg
tine aeration, topdressing with 3/4 of an inch of compost and seeding over the
top. Deep tine aeration (a minimum of 4 inches) helps to reduce compaction.
Compost adds organic matter and nutrients to the soil. Over time, the lawn
should require less fertilizer and water to maintain a healthy soil profile.

Or, improve soil health by converting part of the grass in your yard to
native prairie plants. Native plants have deep roots that help soak up
rainfall and improve soil health over time. They also provide habitat
for pollinators such as butterflies.

Redirect Downspouts

Redirecting downspouts from impervious surfaces such as sidewalks i s
and driveways to vegetated areas is another simple solution for drainage ey
issues. Try to disperse the concentrated flow by simply placing a flat rock or

paver block to prevent soil erosion. Subsurface drain tile can be connected to the
downspout and directed to a downslope area in the yard.

Another option would be to redirect a downspout to a rain garden. Place the garden at least 10 feet
downslope from a home foundation. A rain garden is a shallow landscaped area that is planted to native
plants or horticultural cultivars. Rainfall runoff is temporarily ponded, then drains into the subsurface soils.
The soils must be able to drain properly to prevent extended ponding of water that would kill off vegetation.

Downspouts can also be redirected to a rain barrel. Collected rainwater can be used to water plants in gardens or
lawn areas. You will be amazed by how much rainfall runoff is collected from a rooftop area during rainfall events!
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